
LuNDY MARINE CONSULTATION GROUP 
c/o The Honorary Secretary 

Robert Irving 
101 Abingdon Road 
London W8 6QU 
Telephone: 071 937 1177 

Notes of the 12th Meeting of 

held on Thursday, 23rd 
Town H a l l , Bridge 

the Consultation Group 

May 1991 i n the Council Chamber, 
S t r e e t , Bideford a t 7.00 pm. 

Present: 

R. Kifflberley (Devon Sea Fi s h e r i e s Committee) Chair 
K. Bower (Devon Sea Fi s h e r i e s Committee) 
L. Hawke (MAFF, Plymouth) 
C. Heeps (Marine Conservation Society) 
A. Gibson (Lundy Warden, LT/LC) 
S. Warman (English Nature) 
R. T a i t (Devon W i l d l i f e Trust) 
C. Mandry ( B r i t i s h Sub-Aqua Club & Ilfracome S-AC) 
R. I r v i n g (Lundy F i e l d Society, Hon. Sec.) 

1. Apologies f o r absence: 
R. Gomm (English Nature) 
J. Edwards (Devon W i l d l i f e Trust) 
P. Broomhead (National T r u s t ) 
S. Pullen (Worldwide Fund f o r Nature) 
N. Downes (Devon Sea Fis h e r i e s Committee) 
J. Puddy (LT/LC, Lundy Agent) 
R. Evans (Landmark Trust) 

2. Notes on the l a s t meeting, held on Thursday, 22nd November 
1990, were agreed as a t r u e record and signed by the Chairman, 
having been proposed by Ke i t h Bower and seconded by Stephen Warman. 
I t was noted t h a t MAFF should be included w i t h i n the l i s t of 
organisations represented by the Group, and the Chairman welcomed 
Len Hawke t o the meeting f o r the f i r s t time, together w i t h Carolyn 
Heeps. A t t e n t i o n was drawn t o the name change of the Nature 
Conservancy Council t o English Nature, and of the Devon Trust f o r 
Nature Conservation t o the Devon W i l d l i f e Trust. 

3. Matters a r i s i n g : The Secretary had w r i t t e n t o Tony S p e l l e r , 
M.P. and Emma Nicholson, M.P. expressing the Group's concern over 
the p r a c t i c e of dumping sewage sludge i n Bideford Bay, i n l i g h t of 
rep o r t s from d i v e r s t h a t a slime had been found covering attached 
forms of marine l i f e around the i s l a n d l a s t summer. Tony S p e l l e r 
had sent the Secretary a copy of a speech he made i n the House l a s t 
December on t h i s issue, as w e l l as a r e p l y from David Curry, the 
Mi n i s t e r at MAFF, which gave assurances t o the e f f e c t t h a t a l l 
a v a i l a b l e evidence showed the dumping would not a f f e c t the i s l a n d ' s 
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waters. Mention was also made t h a t Wessex Water intend t o stop the 
p r a c t i c e by the end of 1993. The Marine Conservation Society has 
re c e n t l y appointed a P o l l u t i o n O f f i c e r and the Secreatry was asked 
to n o t i f y him of t h i s matter. K e i t h Bower reported t h a t DSFC were 
now t a k i n g samples of mussels from a l l e s t u a r i e s i n Devon 
{ i n c l u d i n g the Taw/Torridge) which were being analysed f o r 
p o l l u t a n t s . Chris Mandry pointed out t h a t he had taken samples of 
s i l t from the seabed close t o the i s l a n d , and these were c u r r e n t l y 
being analysed by s t a f f a t the North Devon Museum. 

Ne i l Downes (DSFC) had spoken t o MAFF rep r e s e n t a t i v e s regarding the 
apparent d i m i n i s h i n g of stocks of crab and l o b s t e r w i t h i n t h e MNR, 
and the p o s s i b i l i t y of a "no f i s h i n g " zone o f f the east coast. 
DSFC had yet t o receive an o f f i c i a l r e p l y t o t h i s proposal. 

No notices had been posted i n Diving magazines regarding the f a c t 
t h a t the wreck of the "Robert", popular w i t h d i v e r s , l i e s o u t side 
the exclusion zone around the protected wreck "lona I I " , as had 
been requested a t the l a s t meeting. This was because 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r wrecks was changing from the Dept. of Transport 
t o the Dept. of the Environment, and the Secreatry had yet t o 
e s t a b l i s h contact w i t h the new a u t h o r i t y . 

The Code of Conduct f o r the Reserve had yet t o be a l t e r e d t o 
include the request t h a t a l l d i v e r s use surface marker buoys, 
e s p e c i a l l y i n areas where unmarked d i v e r s may prove a n a v i g a t i o n a l 
hazard. Andrew Gibson pointed out t h a t a l l d i v e r s landing on the 
i s l a n d were made known of t h i s request. 

English Nature, i n agreement w i t h the Warden, were asked t o 
i n v e s t i g a t e the p o s s i b i l i t y of p r o v i d i n g a f i x e d mooring p o i n t on 
the inner p i n of the Kn o l l Fins, so t h a t dive boats would not be 
tempted t o drop anchors i n t h i s " r e s t r i c t e d area". 

4. Proposed a l t e r a t i o n t o the f i s h i n g e xclusion zone: K e i t h Bower 
presented the proposal f o r a "no f i s h i n g area" o f f the east side of 
the i s l a n d , which the DSFC had come up w i t h a f t e r concern was 
voiced at the l a s t meeting. As an a l t e r n a t i v e t o i n t r o d u c i n g a new 
byelaw (which may take up t o two years), i t was suggested (and 
agreed by a l l p a r t i e s present) t h a t some form of gentleman's 
agreement w i t h fishermen should be sought. During the discussion 
which f o l l o w e d , i t emerged t h a t pot fishermen would be w i l l i n g t o 
accept t h i s proposal i f a 75 m wide band adjacent t o the coast was 
excluded from the "no f i s h i n g area". However, t h i s was the very 
l o c a t i o n where crabs may be caught, and i t was argued t h a t i f t h i s 
was accepted, the excJusion zone would not be helping t o conserve 
crab stocks, though i t would no doubt be of b e n e f i t f o r c l e a r e r 
navigation routes. In a d d i t i o n , other nature conservation 
i n t e r e s t s i n the area (such as the d e l i c a t e sea fans found close 
inshore) would then be o u t w i t h the exclusion area. A f t e r the 
a i r i n g of various views, i t was suggested t h a t a meeting be 
arranged by DFSC t o discuss the proposal w i t h fishermen who might 
be a f f e c t e d by the "no f i s h i n g area". Representatives from English 
Nature and the Marine Conservation Society asked i f they could be 
i n v i t e d t o attend the meeting. 



5. Report from the Reserve: Andrew Gibson brought the Group up t o 
date on various matters. The d i v i n g season had s t a r t e d 3 weeks ago 
when the f i r s t group had stayed on the i s l a n d . The water 
v i s a b i l i t y was b e t t e r than a t t h i s time l a s t year, but t h a t was 
l a r g e l y because t h e r e had been less wind from the NE t o s t i r up the 
water. A request was made f o r more i n f o r m a t i o n about a new wreck 
which had gone down i n Jenny's Cove and which was proving a popular 
dive s i t e already. A r a r e Ancient Murrelet had appeared at t h i s 
l o c a t i o n again ( l a s t year i t created q u i t e a s t i r amongst 
" t w i t c h e r s " ) , and some c o n f l i c t between the a c t i v i t i e s of the 
d i v e r s and the birdwatchers i n Jenny's Cove was reported. No 
f u r t h e r work had been undertaken on the beach road since l a s t 
October, and l i t t l e s p o i l had been taken o f f by w i n t e r storms. 
F i n a n c i a l c o n s t r a i n t s on the Landmark Trust have meant t h a t plans 
f o r an extension t o the j e t t y have been shelved. 

New ways were s t i l l being i n v e s t i g a t e d by which the underwater 
d e l i g h t s of the Reserve could be shown t o more people. So f a r 
about £300 (of the t a r g e t £1000) has been r a i s e d t o go towards 
purchasing s n o r k e l l i n g equipment and wet s u i t s f o r use by v i s i t o r s . 
Carolyn Heeps o f f e r e d any help MCS might give t o improve 
i n t e r p r e t i v e f a c i l i t i e s f o r the MNR. 

Divers were asked t o note t h a t d u r i n g the seabird c l i f f - n e s t i n g 
season, the Code of Conduct requests boats t o go no f a s t e r than 8 
knots close t o c l i f f s , t o avoid d r i v i n g through r a f t s of auks on 
the water, and t o keep noise l e v e l s down. I n September and 
October, d i v e r s are asked t o stay c l e a r of a l l caves around the 
i s l a n d . 

Stephen Warman pointed out t h a t the s u b l i t t o r a l m o nitoring was not 
due t o take place t h i s year, and t h a t the whole programme of marine 
monitoring by English Nature was under review. 

6. A c t i v i t i e s 1991: Nothing t o r e p o r t as such. 

7. Any other business: The Secretary presented some options f o r 
headed notepaper f o r the Group which he had had designed. A design 
i n c l u d i n g a boxed drawing of the i s l a n d top l e f t ( i n d i c a t i n g the 
extent of the Reserve) was chosen f o r f u t u r e use i n correspondence. 
I t was agreed t o approach the F i e l d Studies Council t o ask whether 
they wished t o continue being associated w i t h the Group. 
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