
LUNDX IIAEINE 
CONSULTATION GROUP 
'Friend s h i p ' , Guineaford, B a r n s t a p l e , Devon, 
Weekday t e l : O7372 4 5 0 5 1 

Note of the i n i t i a l meeting of the C o n s u l t a t i o n Group which 
was h e l d a t t h e Royal M a i l I n n , B i d e f o r d on 2 ^ t h A p r i l l^Q'?, 

Present J.Atkinson imi¥) 
K.Bower (DSPDC) 
PoCole (LPS) A c t i n g Hon.Sec. 
T.Crocker (SvirSFED) 
R . E a r l l (MCS) 
C,George (iviAPP) 
R.Gomm (NCC) 
LoHobbs (INDSAC) 
K.Hiscock (PSC) 
RcKimberley (DPTA) 
C.Knight (Pisherman) 
JoLamerton (NCC) 
DoLane (Pisherman) 
R.Lane (Pisherman) 
J.Puddy (LT/LC) 
JcShaw (ADL) 
HoWarden (DSPDC) 

I t was agreed t h a t Dr.Hiscock should c h a i r the meeting and 
he b r i e f l y i n t r o d u c e d a l l those who were present. 
1. Apologies: C.Clutterbuck, J.Welfare, D.Wybrow, P.Broomhead. 
2 . Notes of the i n f o r m a l meeting h e l d on 18th Peb . 1985 
were agreed as a t r u e r e c o r d of the meeting. As some of those 
present had not been at t h e meeting nor r e c e i v e d a copy 
of the notes the Chairman reviewed the proceedings i n some 
d e t a i l : 
a) The Devon and Cornwall Sea F i s h e r i e s Committees were 
opposed t o t h e s e t t i n g up of s t a t u t o r y marine nature reserve 
(SMTO) a t Lundy. 
b) The W i l d l i f e & Countryside Act Amendment B i l l had had 
i t s second r e a d i n g and had gone t o committee. I f passed 
i n i t s present form i t wo\ild cover SSSI n o t i f i c a t i o n and 
also r e q u i r e the Nature Conservancy Council(NCC) t o g i v e 
n o t i f i c a t i o n of a l l s i t e s thought t o q u a l i f y as SlJNRs, 
c) The Landmark T r u s t (LT) who lease Limdy from the N a t i o n a l 
Trust(NT) were e x p l o r i n g t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of a p p o i n t i n g a Warden 
f o r Lundy and were seeking g r a n t - a i d f o r t h i s p\irpose. 
The proposal had r e c e i v e d the f u l l support o f the meeting, 
an i d e a l person would be a q u a l i f i e d d i v e r w i t h s u f f i c i e n t 
b i o l o g i c a l background t o cover the t e r r e s t r i a l requirements 
of the p ost. L e a f l e t s c o v e r i n g a l l aspects of Lundy's 
ecology were t o be prepared by the NCC and t h e Lundy F i e l d 
Society(LPS)« 

d) The view of t h e LT t h a t i t would be premature t o e s t a b l i s h 
a f o r m a l a d v i s o r y committee f o r the Lxindy reserve was accepted 



altlLOUgli i t was thought t h a t an i n f o r m a l t a l k i n g - s h o p f o r 
the r e g u l a r exchange of views between a l l i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s 
was de s i r a b l e o I t had been agreed t o set up th e 'Lundy 
Marine C o n s u l t a t i o n Group' w i t h the f o l l o v / i n g aims: 

1 ) To prov i d e a nucleus of e x p e r t i s e on t h e marine 
h a b i t a t s and waters surrounding Lundy, 
2 ) To provide a forum f o r exchanging views on 
present and proposed a c t i v i t i e s around Lundy, 
3) To safeguard the i n t e r e s t s of a l l those who use 
the waters around Lundy and i t s n a t u r a l resources. 

A l l i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s would be i n v i t e d t o a t t e n d the 
meetings of the group. Mr.Cole, Hon.Sec.LFS, undertook 
t o c a r r y out t h e s e c r e t a r i a l work, 
3. Matters a r i s i n g from the above notes. 
a) 
& 
b) To be discussed under i t e m Current s t a t u s of 

Lundy Marine Nature Reserve, 
c) To be discussed under i t e m 5 . Lundy, appointment 

of warden - progress, 
d) I t was agreed t h a t r e g u l a r meetings of the Liindy Marine 

C o n s u l t a t i o n Group(LMCG) should take place and t h a t 
i n f u t u r e T o r r i d g e D i s t r i c t Council should, be i n v i t e d 
t o a t t e n d , 

4 , Current s t a t u s of Lundy Marine Nature Reserve, 
There was a t present a v o l i m t a r y marine natiore reserve (VMNR) 
round Lundy and t h e r e were a number of o t h e r s l i k e i t roiind 
t he coast of B r i t a i n , The W i l d l i f e & Countryside Act t o g e t h e r 
w i t h i t s proposed amendments envisaged t h e s e t t i n g up of 
a number of SMNR and Lundy had been put f o r w a r d by the NCC 
as being h i g h l y s u i t a b l e . I t c o u l d n o t , however, become 
a SMNR u n t i l agreement had been reached w i t h a l l i n t e r e s t e d 
p a r t i e s on the nature of such a r e s e r v e . 
The c u r r e n t VIvlNE a t Lundy had evolved from a meeting which 
took place i n County H a l l i n 1975 when i t had been agreed 
t h a t t h e r e would be a v o l u n t a r y c o n s e r v a t i o n area i n a 
t r i a n g l e bounded by a l i n e drawn from t h e K n o l l Pins t o 
Rat I s l a n d , I n 1978 agreement had been reached t h a t t h e r e 
would be no dredging o r bottom t r a w l i n g i n t h i s area« Prom 
t h i s had developed the present concept o f a VMNR w i t h a 
boundary ' 1km seaward from h i g h water around Lundy I s l a n d ' . 
Mr D.Lane questioned whether the concept o f the VMNR was 
accepted by l o c a l fishermen, was the p r i c e of c o n s e r v a t i o n 
too high? I f a SIViNR was e s t a b l i s h e d roiind Lundy would i t 
spread t o o t h e r areas and o t h e r i s l a n d s ? Was t r a w l i n g going 
on around Lundy and i f t h e reserve was e s t a b l i s h e d would 
those doing i t be asked t o stop? 
The e x t e n s i o n o f a reserve o r th e establishment o f a new one 
could o n l y take place a f t e r t h e f x i l l c o n s u l t a t i o n procedures 



had heen gone through again* I t was g e n e r a l l y agreed t h a t -
the o n l y forms of f i s h i n g heing c a r r i e d out w i t h i n the area 
of t h e reserve was a small amoun:^ of l i n i n g and some p o t t i n g . 
The former mostly f o r h a l t f o r the l a t t e r , a form of f i s h i n g 
which was not d e s t r u c t i v e of h a b i t a t and the o n l y r e s t r i c t i o n 
on i t was a gentleman's agreement t h a t no pots would be 
placed w i t h i n a 1 0 0 y d s of the K n o l l Pins t o p r o t e c t t h e 
cup coralso W i t h i n the area of the reserve t h e r e were few 
areas t h a t were s u i t a b l e f o r t r a v / l i n g . 
I f t h i s were so why was t h e r e a need f o r a SMER round Lundy? 
Mr Lamerton agreed t h a t the VMNE worked but i n a low key way, 
mainly because marine a c t i v i t i e s about t h e i s l a n d were c u r r e n t l y 
low key. The f i s h i n g was non d e s t r u c t i v e of the h a b i t a t , the 
b u l k of the d i v e r s were under r e s p o n s i b l e s u p e r v i s i o n and 
v o l i m t a r y c o n t r o l was execised on the amount of s h e l l f i s h 
taken by them. I f , however, an i n d i v i d u a l or a group of 
i n d i v i d u a l s s t a r t e d h i g h pov/ered e x p l o i t a t i o n of the seas 
around Lundy then the f o r c e of lav/, as provided by a SMHR, 
might be r e q u i r e d t o c o n t r o l them. 

There was some debate on the bye-law making powers of s t a t u t o r y 
bodies, but i t was agreed t h a t w i t h i n a SMKR ther e would 
need t o be those from the DSPG concerning f i s h e r i e s and 
those from t h e NOG concerning h a b i t a t s and non commercial 
species. 
Mr Puddy confirmed t h a t w h i l s t the LT's i n t e r e s t s were mainly 
t e r r e s t r i a l they supported t h e VIulKR but r e q u i r e d more i n f o r m a t i o n 
on the f u l l i m p l i c a t i o n s of a SI'ME. 
Ur Hobbs supported the present YMJR and advocated a cau t i o u s 
but p o s i t i v e approach t o s t a t u t o r y s t a t u s , 
l i f f i Cole confirmed t h a t the LPS f i r m l y supported the c r e a t i o n 
of a SIMR round Lundy and had prepared a d r a f t c o n s e r v a t i o n 
p l a n f o r the i s l a n d and i t s surrounds a number of years 
agoo 
MR Crocker stressed t h a t the o b j e c t i v e o f a reserve was 
cons e r v a t i o n r a t h e r than p r e s e r v a t i o n , v i a b l e food chains 
v/ere most i m p o r t a n t , they would y i e l d l o n g term b e n e f i t s 
t o fishermen. 
Mr Gomm confirmed t h a t c u r r e n t l e g i s l a t i o n r e q u i r e d the -
NGC t o work towards the c r e a t i o n of SIMRs. 
Mr Warden would continue t o support the VTvINR but were the 
i s l a n d e r s p o l l u t i n g t h e i r own evironment by d i s c h a r g i n g 
sewage and r e f u s e i n t o the sea? P o l l u t i o n from the i s l a n d 
was s a i d t o be minimal, 
Mr E a r l l s t a t e d t h a t w h i l s t the MCS continued t o support 
the Y!MR they intended t o act as a pressi i r e group working 
towards the s e t t i n g up of a number of SLINR, Limdy being 
one of them. There was a need f o r a n a t i o n a l c o n s e r v a t i o n 
p l a n and f o r s u i t a b l e bye-laws t o ensiore t h a t the p l a n 
co\ild be progressed. How could one ensure t h a t bye-laws 
were respected, perhaps Hon. Sea F i s h e r i e s O f f i c e r s might 
play a u s e f u l r o l l ? 



Mr.George confirmed t h a t IvIAFF had consulted w i t h the f i s h e r i e s 
i n t e r e s t s a t the v a r i o u s s i t e s where STMEs were proposed. 
C o n s u l t a t i o n s were t o take place i n London between the M i n i s t r y 
and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of t h e Sea F i s h e r i e s Committees i n v o l v e d 
i n order t o seek a common and i f p o s s i b l e a p o s i t i v e approach 
t o the problems i n v o l v e d . With the l a r g e amount of research 
t h a t i t v/as claimed was t a k i n g place i n order t o f a c i l i t a t e 
the establishment of reserves could t h e r e be a f l o w of p o s i t i v e 
i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t would a s s i s t fishermen i n t h e i r l i v e l y h o o d ? 
Were t h e r e s c a l l o p s i n the Channel? Some research had been 
done on the use of f r e e - f l o a t i n g g i l l nets at Plymouth Poly, 
could these be used round Limdy? 

I n c o n c l u s i o n Dr Hiscock s t r e s s e d t h a t w h i l s t the SMl̂ ÎP was 
i n limbo the continued r e c o g n i t i o n and success of the VMNR 
was of great importance. I t u n d e r l i n e d t h e need f o r c o n t i n u i n g 
c o n s u l t a t i v e meetings so t h a t a l l i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s c o u l d 
g a i n a b e t t e r understanding of each others problems and 
views 0 ^ 

5t Lundy, appointment of warden - progress, 
Llr Puddy r e p o r t e d t h a t the LT had produced a job d e s c r i p t i o n 
(copy t o be c i r c u l a t e d w i t h minutes) but p o i n t e d out t h a t 
the appointment was dependent on the r e c e i p t of s u f f i c i e n t 
g r a n t - a i d . I f made, i t was intended t h a t the appointment 
v/ould be f o r a f u l l time person c o v e r i n g the v/hole y e a r , 
i n i t i a l l y f o r t w e n t y f o u r months. During t h i s time one of 
the d u t i e s would be the p r e p a r a t i o n of a comprehensive p l a n 
f o r c o n s e r v a t i o n management. 
The meeting warmly supported these proposals but v>rere advised 
t h a t not too much should be expected from a warden, 
5, A c t i v i t i e s i n 1985. 
The NCC w-ere not c a r r y i n g out any major survey v/ork i n 1985 
but e x i s t i n g m o n i t o r i n g p r o j e c t s v/ould c o n t i n u e . The i n t e r t i d a l 
and s u b t i d a l s t u d i e s on animal and p l a n t communities c a r r i e d 
out i n 1984 would be f o l l o w e d up i n 1985. More i n f o r m a t i o n 
was r e q u i r e d about the t u r b i d i t y and temperatiire of the 
waters around L\indyc 

Between June and September 1985 some 200 d i v e r s would 
be v i s i t i n g the i s l a n d under the guidance of Aquaserve L t d , 
7, Any other urgent business. 
As a niimber of people had t o t r a v e l considerable d i s t a n c e s 
t o a t t e n d these meetings i t was agreed t h a t an e a r l i e r s t a r t 
should be made w i t h the i n t e n t i o n of a c h i e v i n g an e a r l i e r 
f i n i s h . 
T r a v e l l i n g expenses t o meetings. The A c t i n g Sec, undertook 
t o examine how fimde could be obtained t o cover these i n 
cases of hardship« 
8. Next meeting: Thursday 51st.Oct.1985 Royal M a i l I n n , 
Bridge S t , B i d e f o r d , Devon. 7,00pm. 
P.B.P.Cole. 
A c t i n g Sec. Sept 1985. 


